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We are now embarking upon an historic campaign-The Crusade for Citizen- 

ship. We intend to encourage every Negro in the South to register and to vote. 
We intend to make the citizenship of Negroes a living reality. 

There is no problem the Negro now faces which is not closely related to the fact 
that he does not or cannot vote. Once he has seen this relationship and has be- 
gun to vote, he will not only insure his own rights but also will enrich our nation 
as a whole. 

We are realistic. We do not expect all those who have denied the Negro his 
right to vote to welcome this Crusade for Citizenshir, without some resistance. 
However, we are determined as never before to pursue our objective with firm, 
unyielding and non-violent action. Beyond this we know that millions of white 
Southerns recognize the justice of our cause, appreciate the spirit of our method 
and stand four-square that the time has come when all Americans should exer- 
cise the duties and responsibilities of citizenship. 

This effort is not for Negroes alone. It serves to restore the honor and integrity 
of our nation as a whole. For until the Negro possesses the right to vote, Amer- 
ica's economic, social, and political institutions cannot be free to meet the full 
needs of the American people. 

{Statement Dr. Martin Luther King] 

THD. MLKP-MBU: Box 35, 

To Dwight D. Eisenhower 

5 November 1957 
Montgomery, Ala. 

SCLC praises Eisenhowerk stance on the Little Rock desegregation situation and 
requests that he move quickly to appoint the new Civil Rights Commission. On 
7 November Eisenhower designated the six-member committee, naming retired 
Supreme Court justice Stanley Reed as chair.' 

Honorable Dwight D. Eisenhower 
White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr President: 

The Southern Christian Leadership Conference in session at Memphis, in the 
state of Tennessee, extends its warmest commendation for the positive and forth- 
right stand that you have taken in the Little Rock school situation. You have shown 

1. In mid-December Reed resigned and Eisenhower elevated vice-chair John Alfred Hannah to 
the post. 
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to the nation and the world that the United States is a nation dedicated to law and 
order rather than mob rule. In an hour so charged with the tragic possibility of 
world conflict, America can ill afford to be guilty of sins against her own way of life.2 

It is regrettable that by intransigence and irresponsibility, the governor and ir- 
responsible elements of the state made it necessary for the use of troops to guar- 
antee the rights of citizenship to Negroes in Little Rock. But the law of this land 
must be enforced or the result will be anarchy. The irresponsibility and intransi- 
gence of public officials must be countered by the stern determination of the 
chief executive to secure for all citizens the blessings of first-class-citizenship. 

As regrettable as it is, however, that federal troops were necessary, they must re- 
main until there is every evidence that state and municipal officials in Arkansas 
will respect and enforce the decrees of the federal court. We, therefore, urge you, 
Mr President, to keep troops in Little Rock until it is possible for Negro children 
to attend school freely without the threat of physical or psychological v i~ lence .~  

Little Rock points a dramatic finger to the urgent necessity for the President to 
confer with Negro leaders from across the nation. Men and women of good will, 
both black and white, look for Presidential guidance in solving the problem cre- 
ated by the breadkown of communications between the races in the South. By 
meeting with Negro leaders as soon as it is conveniently possible the President 
will do much to give heart and courage to white people fo good will who remain 
silent when their voices are needed. 

We find reason to hope that the Civil rights commission that is called for in the 
recent Civil Rights bill will do much to remove existing inequities in voting in the 
South. Yet, the time is passing and the effectiveness of the commission is being di- 
minished in proportion to the time that is allowed to pass before the appoint- 
ment of the commission. It is urgent that this commission be appointed immedi- 
ately. We further urge you, Mr. President, to include on this commission two 
qualified Negroes of whom one should be from the South.4 

Sincerely, 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 
President 

5 Nov 
1957 

May the richest blessings of almighty God continue to be yours, 

TLc. NAACPP-DLC. 

2. King elaborated on this point during an interview in Memphis: “Far from overshadowing the 
race problem, [Russian scientific advancement] points up the need even more for unity at home. 
Sputnik reveals that we need all the brains we can find-we can’t survive if we spend our time fight- 
ing over whether the Negro is human or not” (James H. White, “Voting Rights Drive Opened By Ne- 
groes,”MemphisPress Scimitar, 5 November 1957). Less than a week before the release of this telegram, 
the announcement of the second successful launching of a Soviet satellite triggered congressional 
calls for a review of U.S. satellite and missile capabilities. 

3. On 24 October the nine black students entered Central High School without troop escort for 
the first time. The last ioist Airborne troops pulled out on 27 November, leaving the federalized Na- 
tional Guard on duty in Little Rock. 

4. Missouri-born J. Ernest Wilkins, Assistant Labor Secretary, was the only African American named 
to the Commission. 
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